Please turn OFF your cell phone.
@ Even on Mute, an incoming call will @
cause a problem with the frequency of

CELL-FREE i CELL-FREE
SONE our new microphones. Thank you:r SONE
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& o Door Prizes ** Games for the Kids

Ice CreamSocidl  Hot dogs & hamburgers ** FREE ice cream
NEEDED:
* 10 ($25) Door Prizes items: I-‘;' gNN LI;I:J ﬂ"EETEIL
Gift Cards/Gift Baskets
|
* Donations of ice cream toppings I?OARD' X
* . Donation Box is on
Ice cream scooping volunteers
- ) the narthex table.
Help with set-up/take-down Thank "
* Help with kid's games ank you ot

LAST WEEK TO DONATE! Throughout June, we will

collect baby & health items for Caritas. Thank you for
AR‘TAS bringing: Diapers - Sizes 4,5,6, Pull-Ups, wipes, baby

hygiene items; body wash, hand soap, toilet paper,
paper towels & cleaning supplies.

Aee Happy Birthday To You!
s / ., JUNE: 7-Rob Binder, 8-John Krause, 11-Dick Hedrington,
@Qwﬂd "V 13-Laurray Coots, 14-Alexis Rice-Devlin & Bev Hedrington,
£ 22243 15-Kamya Robison, 19-Curtis Blakeman, 23-Jeremy Naff,
26-Willis Miller, 30-Alice Olson

Sunshine Committee Y
Graduation, Sympathy and Get Well cards will be | Kb‘;

sent upon notification. Please call Karen Murr at A
815-389-2353, or Patti Dunaway at 608-751-1666

s\/‘ *'% A Very Merry Craft Show Sat.,Nov 17, 10am-3pm

& Bake Sale - Didier Hall,Blackhawk Blvd.,So.Beloit:

' Crafters & Vendors Wanted - call 815-389-1824
% $25 Booth TABLES PROVIDED: Friday Set-Up

Faith Lutheran Church

— T Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ
Sunday, June 24, 2018

d.b John the Baptist ~ 9:30 am
PRELUDE =S For the
Noisy| Fipes Youth
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS % Trip to
Houston

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
(A brief silence.) Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have
been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

P: Johnthe Baptist is a unique figure in Christian memory, a hinge between
the Old Testament prophets and the first Christian. In the gospel stories

he recognizes Jesus as one greater than himself, one for whose coming he

prepares the way. But still from his prison he asks if Jesus is truly the
Expected One. He is a figure of perpetual Advent and in that way stands
for all of us who may be Christian believers but still wait and wonder,
discern, and doubt.

C: Amen.

Today’s Worship Leaders

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey

Computer Tech - Mike Banker

Offering Video - Helen Meier

Reader - Ellen Olson

Counters - Carol & Roger Frey

Fellowship - Carol & Roger Frey

Greeters - Pat & Laurie Wicks

Musician - Betty Comins

Ushers - Doug Congdon & George Brunson
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier

We pray for the homeless, unemployed, those with mental
‘. ' struggles, our shut-ins, our college students, military personnel
& their families. We pray for friends, families & our loved ones:
P AVer'\  Aaron, Adam, Alyson & Jarrett, Angie, Aunt Bettie, Barbara,
Mests Barry & Shelby, Beth, Beverly, Bill, Bob, Bonnie, Boyd & Inez,
Brad, Brayton, Brenda, Brett, Brian, Cazmyre, Cindy, Courtney,
Dianne, Don, Donna, Florence, Gabe, Gail, Gavin, Gary, George, Harriet, Hatch
Family, Heidi, Helen, Irene A., Jaleena, Janet, Janice, Jeff, Jessica, Jim, Joan Porter,
John, Juliet, Kathy Mears, Kayla, Kelli, Kenny, Kevin, Kirk Roecker, Krause Family,
Kris, Larry, Linda, Linda B., Linda G., Lori, Marion, Mary, Matt, Melissa, Meri,
Mike, Maureen M., Nancy, Pat, Patti H., Patty A., Payton, Randy, Rich, Robin,
Roger, Russell, Ryan, Brynn & Ellis McGuire, Sam, Sarah, Sue, Shelly, Steve,
Tammy, Ted, Terri, The Stone Family, Terry Davis, Tim, Tina, Todd, Tom, Tom &
Gale Miller, Tracy, Tricia Sarabia, Vicki, Vivian, Viola, Violet, Zach, Zak

Faith Lutheran Car Cruise-In
Saturday, June 30th 10am-2pm
Door Prizes for Participants

DJ Entertainment - Joe Locke
4th Annual Jimmy Jackson Memorial
FREE ADMISSION * 50/50 for Vets Roll

We would appreciate help with selling 50/50 tickets & parking




Welcome to- Faith Lutheran Chuwrchv

We are happy to have you worship with us today!

Please join us for beverages, snacks and conversation after worship.

Communion is by intinction. Come forward to receive the bread
with an open hand then dip in the wine (dark) or juice (light).
Gluten-free wafers are available - indicate to Pastor when it’s your
turn. If you eat the bread before dipping or drop it, please ask for
another piece. You don’t have to be a member of Faith or be
Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the meal ~
all baptized believers are welcome.
Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please
make sure to catch up with your offering next week. Or mail it to
the church office and write “offering” on the envelope to be
included in that week’s offering, seen only by the designated
counters. Thanks for being so faithful in giving generously to God’s
work at Faith Lutheran.

Financials Sunday, June 17 - Week #24

Attendance - 84

Actual Offering $1,744.00
Weekly Offering Budget $2,176.00
2017 YTD Actual Offering $55,086.99

2017 YTD Offering Needed $52,224.00

®
oY ¥ This weeks altar flowers are donated by:

\4

9% (ﬁ{,@ Boyd & Inez Miller in honor of
e their 56th Anniversary

@

Altar Flowers

Boyd Miller is seeking a kidney donor. If you or anyone you know can
help, please start the living kidney donor screening process by using
the UW online form: uwhealth.org/CaniBeADonor or call Boyd at

815-633-3686. There is more information posted on the board. Thanks.

In case of a pastoral need, please contact Pastor Rick
Cell:815-566-5247 Home: 815-227-4679
Email: pastorrl@comcast.net

& 0, We offer our sympathy to Irene Balk and

i her family in the passing of Ted Balk.

‘Jim}mt% A Celebration of Life will be held here at
‘ Faith Lutheran Church today at noon.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) Almighty God,

C: by your gracious providence, your servant John the Baptist
was born to Elizabeth and Zechariah. Grant to your people the
wisdom to see your purpose and the openness to hear your
will, that the light of Christ may increase in us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S CRHURGH
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
A reading from Malachi, the 3rd chapter.
See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight - indeed,
he is coming, say the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
like a refiner’s fire and like a fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings
to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and
as in former years.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

A Responsive Reading From Psalm 141

R: O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when |
cry to you.

C: Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my
hands as the evening sacrifice.

R: Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of
my lips.

C: Let not my heart incline to any evil thing. Let me not be
occupied in wickedness with evildoers, nor eat of their
sweet foods.



R: Let the righteous strike me; their rebukes, as oil upon the head, BLESSING
are not to be refused. Yet my prayers are continually against the
deeds of the wicked.

C: Let their rulers be thrown down upon stones, that they may
hear my words, for they are sweet.

R: Just as one who tills the earth breaks the rock, so let their bones BLESSING FOR THE ELCA YOUTH GATHERING (see insert)
be scattered at the mouth of the grave.

C: But my eyes are turned to you, Lord God; in you | take refuge;
strip me not of my life.

R: Guard me from the trap that they have laid for me and

P: Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN ye Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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while | alone pass through. o _

I The Spir-it sends us forth to serve; we  go in

SECOND READING: Acts 13:13-26 2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and  set the
A reading from Acts, the 13th chapter. 3 We go to be the  hands Of Christ, to scat - fter
Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in 4 Then let us  go o seve in peace, the  gos - pel
Pamphylia. John, however, left them and returned to Jerusalem;
but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And IQ n | i i i
on the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 0¥ ¢ J ’ o ’
After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the S ©
synagogue sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any e - sus’  name o bring gld  tid - ings

rd of exhortation for the people, give it.” So Paul stood up and bur: - dened ~free;  where hope . dim, 0
Wf) P ”p '8 ; P joy like  seed  and, all our days, t0
with a gesture began to speak: “You Israelites, and others who fear 0 pro - claim.  Gods  Spir - it has em -
God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and
made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and h . |
with uplifted arm he led them out of it. For about forty years he put W'—J G JI i .1 'I_‘_J
up with them in the wilderness. After he had destroyed seven ~— s
nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an , :
. ) ] to the poor, Gods fa - vor o pro - claim.
inheritance for about four hundred fifty years. After that he gave e a  dream and  help  the  blind 0 see
them judges until the time of the prophet Samuel. Then they asked cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed
for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe pow - ered us;  we go mn Je - sus’”  name.
of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had removed
him, he made David their king. In his testimony about him he said, DISMISSAL
“I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.

will carry out all my wishes. C: Thanks be to God.



SHARING THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
~ OFFERING ~
~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~
“l Then Shall Live” by the Gaither Vocal Band

We give thee but thine own, whatever the gift may be
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, o lord, from thee.
May we thou bounties thus, as stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessed us, to thee our first fruits give.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call
us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
~ COMMUNION ~
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way
of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.
C: Amen.

Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as
he promised; before his coming John had already proclaimed a
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was
finishing his work, he said, “‘What do you suppose that | am? | am
not he. No, but one is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the
thong of the sandals on his feet.” My brothers, you descendants of
Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of
this salvation has been sent.”

R: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA
Alleluia! Lord and Savior open now your saving word!
Let it burn like fire within us; Speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:57-67
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now the time for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced
with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were
going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to
be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then
they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give
him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them
were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he
began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these
things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who
heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For,
indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. The child grew and became strongiin
spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Speaking with Boldness of Spirit”



Hymn of the Day “By All Your Saints”

By all your saints still striving, for all your saints at rest.
Your holy name, O Jesus, forevermore be blessed!

For you arose victorious that they might wear the crown
And share the light of glory, reflected in your throne.

We praise you for the Baptist, forerunner of the Word,
our true Elijah, making a highway for the Lord.

The last and greatest prophet, he saw the dawning ray
of light that grows in splendor until the perfect day.

Give praise to God Almighty, and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit, eternal Three in One,

till all the ransomed number fall down before the throne,
and honor, pow'r, and glory ascribe to God alone.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P:

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying
for the world that God so loves. (A brief silence.) Holy God, you send
messengers to purify and refine your people, and your hand was with John,
who prepared the way for Jesus. Renew and embolden your church to
share the message of salvation by the forgiveness of sins. Let the youth of
our churches hear your love for them (as they gather in Houston this
coming week). Hear us O God,

C: your mercyis great.

Holy God, maker of heaven and earth and all things within them, bless this
summer season and make us faithful stewards of your abundant provisions.
Hear us, O God.

C: your mercy is great.

Holy God, you do not leave your people defenseless. Guide the leaders of
the nations so that they will be people after your own heart who carry out
your wishes. Guide our feet into the way of peace. Hear us, O God.

C: yourmercy is great.

Holy God, by your tender mercy the dawn from on high breaks upon us.
Give the light of hope to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death
so that they know your steadfast love. We pray especially for....

Hear us, O God.

C: your mercyis great.

v

Holy God, watch over this community of faith and guard our hearts, minds,
words, and actions. Inspire our youth to grow in faith. Keep inyour care
those who travel, those who are moving to a new home, and those who
have no home. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.

Holy God, you have looked favorably upon your people and have raised up
a mighty savior for all in Jesus. Raise us up on the last day with all who have
died in Christ (especially), Hear us, O God,

your mercy is great.

By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayersin
trust and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



